
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPPS GREEN HOSPITAL STATEMENT REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE 
PENALTIES ASSESSED BY THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH 
 
La Jolla, CA – Today Scripps Green Hospital was named in the California Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) quarterly list of California hospitals that have been assessed administrative penalties 
for noncompliance with licensing requirements. The monetary penalties are the result of self reporting 
of two events that occurred at Scripps Green Hospital in 2009.  
 
The first event occurred in April, 2009 during a repair of an aortic aneurysm.  A health care provider 
at Scripps Green Hospital was unfamiliar with a specific catheter used to monitor spinal fluid pressure 
and improperly inserted a lumboperitoneal catheter drain into the spinal column of the patient. When 
the catheter was removed, the tip of the catheter was sheared off – and a very small piece was 
retained under the skin. The surgery was completed successfully and there was no adverse effect to 
the patient. 
 
The second event occurred in July, 2009 involved the potential of inadequate sterilization of a piece 
of surgical equipment used during hip surgery.  During the surgical procedure, the orthopedic surgeon 
removed the outer shaft of a gamma screwdriver to change handles and discovered a small amount of 
debris on the inner shaft. Optimal cleaning involves taking equipment apart, but the device 
manufacturer failed to provide proper in-service education to SPD staff – who were unaware the 
equipment came apart. The surgery was completed successfully and there was no adverse effect to the 
patient. We have been advised by legal counsel to consider appealing this administrative penalty.  
 
As a result of our self-reporting these events, CDPH surveyed our response and our actions [to the 
event]. We submitted comprehensive plans for improvement, which were accepted by CDPH. 
 
At Scripps Green Hospital we promote a culture of safety – where each of us can be open in sharing 
any issues of concern. Patient safety and effective patient care outcomes go hand in hand and are our 
top priorities. At all levels of the organization, we are committed to making Scripps Green Hospital a 
safe environment for our patients and our staff at all times – which is why we honor our obligation to 
self report these occurrences every time. 
 
Our commitment to quality patient care is reflected in the fact that Scripps Green Hospital is 
recognized consistently by independent organizations like Thomson Reuters – who recently named us 
a 100 Top Hospital nationally. Consumer Reports also recognized Scripps Green as #1 in San Diego 
for patient satisfaction.  

 
Scripps Green Hospital joined the Scripps Health System in 1991. The hospital has 173 
acute-care licensed beds and a staff of more than 1000.  Scripps Green Hospital offers a 
wide range of clinical and surgical services including intensive care, cancer/oncology, 
cardiothoracic and orthopedic surgeries. Among the specialty services located on the 
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campus are interventional cardiology, orthopedics, blood and bone marrow transplants, 
solid organ transplants and clinical research. The Scripps Center for Integrative 
Medicine, located on the campus, was established in 1999. 
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