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Juror booted for Facebook comment

By Kimball Perry
The Cincinnati Enquirer

CINCINNATI — So you 
want to keep your friends 
and family updated on all 
aspects of your life using 
online social networking?

Barry Price, 27, of Pleas-
ant Ridge, did that on his 
Facebook page this week — 
and it got him booted from 
jury duty on a prominent 
Hamilton County civil law-
suit and sparked an argu-

ment over whether the suit 
should be declared a mis-
trial.

“Barry Price is sitting in 
hell ‘aka jury duty,’” Price 
wrote on his Facebook page 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, informa-
tion attorney Stan Chesley 
noted in an affidavit provid-
ed to Common Pleas Judge 
William Mallory.

Price, a systems analyst 
for Procter & Gamble, was 
one of a pool of potential 
jurors chosen to decide the 
outcome of a civil suit. In 
it, a worker is suing after 
he was severely injured dur-
ing an incident at a rail yard 
when a pressurized rail car 
hatch blew off and hit him.

But when Chesley saw 

how Price viewed service 
as a juror on a lawsuit that 
could result in his client 
winning tens of millions 
of dollars — or nothing — 
Chesley asked the judge to 
remove Price from the pool. 
Mallory did.

When contacted Fri-
day, Price was hesitant to 
talk about the incident. He 
said he couldn’t remember 
what he had on his Face-
book page two days earli-
er and said “I don’t recall” 
why he was kicked off the 
jury pool. He said he was 
asked “some general ques-
tions” by lawyers in the 
case about his Facebook 
page contents but could 
“not specifically” remem-

ber what they were.
In one of the affida-

vits Chesley submitted to 
the judge, Chesley parale-
gal Theresa ‘Tracy’ Combs 
wrote that Price’s Facebook 
page was one of 238,000 
that belong to the ‘Cin-
cinnati, Ohio’ network on 
Facebook. Price had his 
Facebook page set up so it 
could be viewed by others 
in that Cincinnati network 
as well as those in Procter 
& Gamble and Purdue Uni-
versity networks on Face-
book.

Facebook notes it has 
100 million users.

The judge booted Price 
from the jury pool and the 
attorneys representing the 

companies Chesley is suing 
asked for a mistrial. The 
judge refused.

“He has been removed 
from service,” Mallory said 
of Price. “Let’s move on, 
folks.”

The case is expected 
to have a jury seated next 
week.

The incident is yet anoth-
er example of how social 
networking — and placing 
aspects of your private life 
online — can haunt you.

As Price discovered, 
Facebook can be used by 
those you may not want 
looking — including law 
enforcement officials, future 
employers and college 
admissions offices.

Cincinnati man’s 
status on the social 
networking site said 
he was ‘sitting in 
hell, aka jury duty.’

Church protests ban on gay marriage 
Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Clergy 
at a church are protesting 
Ohio’s ban on gay marriage 
by refusing to sign state 
marriage licenses for het-
erosexual couples.

The Rev. John Tamilio III, 
head pastor at Pilgrim Con-
gregational United Church 
of Christ, said the move is 
a civil-rights protest. Min-
isters won’t sign the licens-
es until gay unions are legal 
in Ohio.

Ohio voters approved a 
gay marriage ban in 2004.

Heterosexual couples 

exchanging wedding vows 
at Pilgrim Congregation-
al will need an additional 
civil ceremony by a justice 
of the peace or a judge to 
make their union legal. The 
church has about 460 mem-
bers.

The United Church of 
Christ, a 1.2 million-mem-
ber denomination headquar-
tered in Cleveland, adopt-
ed a resolution supporting 
gay marriage at a national 
synod in Atlanta three years 
ago.

Greg Brekke, a spokes-
man for the national church, 
said each of the denomina-

tion’s 5,600 congregations 
is free to choose whether to 
sign marriage licenses.

The church says at least 
five other UCC congrega-
tions — three in the Minne-
apolis area, one in Oregon 
and one in North Carolina 
— have undertaken similar 
marriage protests.

In a different denomi-
nation, dozens of Unitar-
ian Universalist ministers 
across the country, includ-
ing those in Arkansas, Cali-
fornia and Massachusetts, 
also have declined to sign 
state marriage licenses for 
the same reason.

Feds 
want 20 
years for 
activist

By Ed White
Associated Press

DETROIT — Feder-
al prosecutors are recom-
mending a 20-year prison 
sentence for a Cincinna-
ti woman who caused an 
explosion and fire at Michi-
gan State University to pro-
test genetic-crop research.

In a court document 
filed Friday night, Jan. 30, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Hagen Frank said Marie 
Mason is an “unapologet-
ic advocate of violence and 
intimidation as a means of 
protest.”

“The arson at MSU was 
not the first time defen-
dant Mason destroyed 
property for her cause, 
and it was far from the last 
time,” Frank said in the 
document.

Defense lawyer John 
Minock called Frank’s com-
ments absurd on Saturday 
and said Mason does feel 
remorse for the New Year’s 
Eve 1999 incident, which 
was committed in the 
name of the radical Earth 
Liberation Front.

Mason, 47, will be sen-
tenced Thursday in fed-
eral court in Lansing, just 
minutes from the Michigan 
State campus in East Lan-
sing. She pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy and arson in Sep-
tember in a case that was 
aided by her ex-husband’s 
cooperation with the FBI.

Frank Ambrose, Mason’s 
former husband, is serving 
nine years in prison.

In 2007, a man called 
police after discovering 
gas masks, maps, an M-80 
explosive and anti-govern-
ment writings in a Detroit-
area trash bin. They had 
belonged to Ambrose, who 
was trying to shed the rem-
nants of his earlier activism 
on behalf of ELF.

Confronted with his 
old possessions, Ambrose 
became an FBI informant. 

Mason and Ambrose 
were responsible for the 
1999 explosion at the uni-
versity’s Agriculture Hall, 
which caused more than 
$1 million in damage. No 
one was injured.

In her plea agreement 
last year, Mason admitted 
12 other acts of property 
destruction between 1999 
and 2003. She was not 
charged in those incidents, 
but a judge can consider 
them when determining a 
sentence. 

Cincinnati woman 
pleaded guilty to 
causing 1999 blast 
in protest of genetic-
crop research.

Governor 
refilling 
coffers 
for 2010

By Joe Hallett
and Mark Niquette
The Columbus Dispatch

If money talks, Gov. Ted 
Strickland made a strong 
statement Friday, Jan. 31, 
that he intends to win a 
second term in 2010.

While other potential 
statewide candidates are 
weighing their options, 
Strickland filed a cam-
paign-finance report show-
ing a $2 million head start 
over any would-be Republi-
can rival.

In the other 2010 mar-
quee race, former U.S. Rep. 
Rob Portman, a Cincin-
nati Republican, has more 
than $1.5 million available 
for his bid to replace retir-
ing Republican U.S. Sen. 
George V. Voinovich.

Meanwhile, two high-
profile Democrats who 
have expressed interest in 
running for the Senate, Lt. 
Gov. Lee Fisher and Secre-
tary of State Jennifer Brun-
ner, appear to have entered 
a stare-down to see who 
will blink first.

“I think they’re both 
inclined to run, but I don’t 
think there’s anything cer-
tain yet for either of them,” 
said U.S. Sen. Sherrod 
Brown, D-Ohio, a friend of 
both who is withholding 
his endorsement.

In annual campaign-
finance reports filed with 
the secretary of state on 
Friday, Strickland report-
ed having $2 million on 
hand after raising $2.1 mil-
lion and spending $518,989 
last year. His take was 
bolstered by collecting 
$1.7 million during the 
last half of 2008, includ-
ing $275,000 on Thursday 
from the Ohio Democratic 
Party to put him over the 
$2 million mark.

Former U.S. Rep. John 
Kasich of Westerville, who 
continues to woo Republi-
can support for a guberna-
torial challenge, has yet to 
create a campaign commit-
tee to enable him to raise 
and spend money, an aide 
confirmed. Kasich, sched-
uled to keynote about a 
dozen GOP county Lincoln 
Day dinners in February 
and March, has not indi-
cated when he will form a 
campaign committee.

Strickland is one of the 

few potential statewide can-
didates who raised mon-
ey in earnest last year for 
the pivotal 2010 election. 
Whichever party wins two 
of three races for governor, 
secretary of state and audi-
tor will control the State 
Apportionment Board, 
which draws legislative dis-
tricts every 10 years.

Along with Democrats 
Brunner and Fisher, two 
proven GOP vote-getters, 
state Auditor Mary Tay-
lor and former U.S. Sen. 
Mike DeWine, who lives in 
Cedarville, are considering 
their options. Taylor said 
she might run for the U.S. 
Senate despite pressure to 
defend the Apportionment 

Board seat she holds.
DeWine, who was ousted 

from the Senate by Brown 
in 2006, is considering a 
run for governor or attorney 
general. The current AG, 
Democrat Richard Cordray, 
had $1.1 million on hand 
after raising $2.6 million 
last year to win the right to 
finish the term of Democrat 
Marc Dann, who resigned in 
May amid scandal.

DeWine said he has not 
decided yet what statewide 
executive office to seek, 
but “I’ll set up fairly shortly 
a new committee.” He said 
he does not intend to set 
up a federal campaign com-
mittee, apparently ruling 
out another Senate race.

Strickland has more 
than $2M on hand 
for re-election; 
Portman has $1.5M 
for Senate run.
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2205 Smithville Road

252-5000
Toll Free 1-877-211-4411

www.Logan.HomeAppliances.com

It’s Time
For Your
Furnace
 Check

Ledgestone Dental
                    Dr. Mark Meclosky, D.D.S.

Call us @ 937.748.9240
18 Remick Blvd., Springboro
Or Visit our website @ www.ledgestonedental.com

Put your family’s dental health 
into the hands of a doctor 
you can trust!
Convenient evening hours

General Dentist 

464 Wolf Creek St.
Brookville

Toll Free 1-888-833-5577

(937) 222-3200

WALK-IN SHOWER
• Tub to Shower Conversions

• Slip Resistant Floors
• Safety Grab Bars




